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« Hydrological Science Research
within the IWR in South africa »
The Ins�tute for Water Research (IWR) at Rhodes University in South Africa is a
mul�disciplinary research Ins�tute focusing on freshwater studies. Disciplines within the
Ins�tute include hydrology, ecology, and water governance. The presenta�on will give an
overview of the types of research we carry out, as well as some of the models we have
developed, with the purpose of exploring possible collabora�on with the University of
Montpellier.
Dr Jane Tanner will also talk about the current severe drought that South Africa is
experiencing, which includes the Rhodes University town of Grahamstown, which is
predicted to run out of water in two weeks (the dams are at 13%). Dr Tanner will give an
overview of the Ins�tutes local work to alleviate drought as well as our na�onal work on
designing an early warning drought forecas�ng system for the country. Dr Tanner will also
talk about the Ins�tutes work throughout Africa, and detail a current project, which focuses
on large-scale hydraulic and hydrological science research on the main channels of the
Congo River Basin.

Biography:

Dr Jane Tanner is the head of hydrology within the Ins�tute for Water Research at
Rhodes University in South Africa. Dr Tanner undertakes both research and
consul�ng in hydrology, specialising in the modelling and understanding of
surface water and groundwater interac�ons. She is currently project lead on
three projects including (1) Determining the surface and groundwater
interac�ons suppor�ng important wetlands in South Africa, (2) Examining the
impacts of climate change in determining the ecological Reserve (in stream ﬂow
requirements), and (3) Developing an early warning drought forecas�ng system
for South Africa.

